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GRABBING AND HOLDING INTEREST: INNOVATIVE
METHODS IN TEACHING FOREIGN LANGUAGES

BILICHAK O.I. Grabbing and holding interest: innovative meth-
ods in teaching foreign languages. /t is revealed in the article the
importance of teaching a foreign language effectively, as well as new
teaching techniques which can be applied during the lesson.
Interactive teaching methods help to build effective and active inter-
action during the lesson, where the special attention is paid upon
students interaction with each other. Different methods of interactive
learning and teaching that involve students in interactive activities in
the classroom are becoming so important and widely used nowa-
days. Modern interactive methods in teaching foreign languages
during the lesson are described and the influence of using modern
techniques in learning process is analysed, as well as different kinds
of interactive technologies are found. The most important task is to
create comfort conditions for cognitive activity, in which every stu-
dent feels support and its importance and progress. Interactive
activities consist of the dialogue during the lesson, mutual under-
standing of different problems. Interactive teaching methods include:
discussions, internet research, use of YouTube resources, interac-
tive whiteboards, brainstorming activities, presentation of new mate-
rial using power point and other presentation software. By embrac-
ing technology, personalization, collaboration, continuous assess-
ment educators can create meaningful learning experience the grab
and hold student interest, ultimately leading to successful language
acquisition and cultural understanding.

Key words: interactive, discussion, research, activity, methods,
teaching process.

0.l BINIYAK. 3axonneHHs Ta yTpuMaHHs iHTepecy: iHHOBaL|iiHi
METOAU HaBYaHHS iHO3EMHWUX MOB. Y CTaTTi PO3KPMBAETHCSA
BaX/MBICTb €(DEKTUBHOTO HABYAHHS IHO3EMHOI MOBMW, & TaKOX HOBI
METOAMKN HaBYaHHS, ki MOXHA 3acTOCOBYBATY Mifj 4ac ypokKy.
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IHTepakTuBHI  METOAM HaB4aHHA [oromMaraioTs nobyaysamm
e(heKTUBHY Ta aKTUBHY B3AEMOZII0 Mg 4ac ypoKy, 4e ocobnmea
yBara npugBinsaeTbCA B3AEMOZII y4HIB 0QuH 3 0FHMM. PisHi meTogu
[HTEPaKTVBHOIO HaBYaHHs Ta BUKNafarHs, Sk 3any4arTb Y4HIB 40
[HTEPaKTVBHOI BiANbHOCTI HA YPOLi, CTalOTh HACTINbKM BaXMBUMM
Ta LUMPOKO BUKOPUCTOBYBaHMMM B Hal yac. OnmcaHo cyyacHi
[HTEPaKTMBHI METOAW HaBYaHHA IHO3EMHUX MOB Ha ypoui Ta
MpoaHani3oBaHo BMMB BUKOPUCTAHHS Cy4acHUX METOOMK Y
HaBYasbHOMY MPOLECI, & TAKOX BUSIBIIEHO Di3Hi BUAM iHTEPAKTUBHIX
TEXHONOrivl. HaniBaX mBiLLMM 3aBLAHHAM € CTBOPEHHS KOM(POPTHUX
YMOB [7181 NMi3HABATIbHOI [IbHOCTI, B AIKNX KOXEH y4eHb BifUyBae
MGTOAMKY, CBOK0 BaX/MBICTb | MPOrpec. IHTepakTMBHA LIA/bHICTb
CKafaeTbCA 3 Jianory mig yac ypoky, B3aEMOPO3YMIHHS Pi3HNX
npo6ieM. [HTEPaKTMBHI METOLN HaBYaHHS BKIKOYAKOTb: AMCKYCIl,
JocripxeHHs B IHTepHeTi, BukopucTaHHs pecypcis YouTube,
[HTEPaKTVBHUX [OLLIOK, MO3KOBUIA LUTYPM, MPE3EHTalilo HOBOro
marepiany 3a gonomoroto Power Point Ta iHLIOrO mporpamHoro
3a0e3rneqeHHs s npeseHTauii. BukopucToByoun TexHosmori,
rnepcoHaniaaito, crisnpaLjto, 6e3nepepsHe OLiHI0BaHHS, BuKagadi
MOXYTb CTBOPUTA 3HAYyLUMA [OCBIL HaBYaHHS, SKUA 3aX0muTh i
YTPUMAE IHTEPEC CTYAEHTIB, LU0 3PELLTON MPM3BERE [0 YCTILLIHOM
3aCBOEHHS MOBW Ta KyJIbTYPHOIO PO3YMiHHS.

Kmto4osi cnoBa: iHTepakTvB, [UCKYCisl, BOCTIOXEHHS, SIATbHICTb,
METOAM, HaBYarbHuiA MPOLIEC.

Formulation of the problem. Nowadays the importance of teaching a foreign
language effectively has increased significantly, that means that teachers have to
teach in a way they have never taught before. It is up to the educator to decide
which teaching techniques can be applied during the lesson. The main
methodological innovations today are mainly applied with the help of interactive
methods. Interactive teaching methods help to build effective and active interaction
during the lesson, where the special attention is paid upon students interaction
with each other. Applying new effective methods of teaching a foreign language
has become necessary. Among the advanced methods in modern educational
process of teaching English, much attention is paid to interactive methods based
on student-oriented approach, the aim of which is to think and respond quickly, as
well as to improve communicative skills [1, 55].

The term “interactive learning technology” is usually associated with a
computer or multimedia learning. Modern technologies try to find the best ways to
reach the goal. The main features of interactive methods of teaching a foreign
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language can be: activity, situational training activities, developing students’
attention, imagination, observation, creativity, critical thinking, logic, efficiency,
curiosity and persistence in reaching the goal [2]..

Different methods of interactive learning and teaching that involve students
in interactive activities in the classroom are becoming so important and widely
used nowadays.

The aim of the article is to reveal the importance of using interactive
methods in teaching foreign languages during the lesson and analyse the influence
of using modern techniques in learning process, as well as to find different kinds
of interactive technologies.

Main results of the study. The aim of every teacher is to find modern
resources and incorporate them effectively in a proper way to make sure that
learners learn as much as they can and apply their knowledge as much as they can.
This even means that teacher should teach in a way he has never taught before.
Interactive technology tools should be used as aids to the curriculum, not the
curriculum itself.

Among modern methods in educational process of learning English, a lot of
attention is paid to interactive methods, the main aim of which is to develop the
ability to think and respond quickly, as well as to improve communicative skills.
The main essence of interactive learning is based on the constant active interaction,
among all the students. This means mutual learning, where the teacher and
student work equally. The word “interactive”, where “inter” means “mutual”, and
“act” means work, operate, affect — that generally means organisation of effective
conditions of learning, active cooperation in the class. The most important task is
to create comfort conditions for cognitive activity, in which every student feels
support and its importance and progress. Interactive activities consist of the
dialogue during the lesson, mutual understanding of different problems.

Interactive teaching methods include: discussions, internet research, use of
YouTube resources, interactive whiteboards, brainstorming activities, presentation
of new material using power point and other presentation software.

Discussions. Discussion is very important as it helps students to process
information, exchange information and opinions, discuss arguments for and
against. Any lesson based on discussion is effective if students are interested in
the topic, have some basic knowledge, and the teacher has planned the lesson in
advanced. Every student should have their own point of view on the discussed
topic as well as to be able to make conclusions. It is up to the teacher to choose
various techniques: description of a situation, questions, using videos, role play of
the situation, giving opinions.

Discussion can motivate our students, it is a great chance to discuss different
things they are really interested in. Discussion activities encourage critical
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thinking, are excellent preparation for speaking tests, that helps to express
opinions in English. Preparing for discussion lessons the teacher has to be aware
of how can students participate in such a lesson. If they are not interested , they
will simply get bored. If it is in-class discussion, make sure that the room is set up
so that participants can see each other. It is not a bad idea to have some rules in
the discussion class. The teacher should point out main questions and focus on
ideas and skills. Establish the facts on which the discussion will be based.

The learners should be given clear instructions and rules and be given enough
time for discussion. If possible the group shouldn’t be very big, for everyone have
a chance to speak [3,3]. An effective kind of discussion is a “round table”
technique, where 10-15 students are seated around the table discussing a peculiar
topic. The aim of the activity is to speak, collect information, solve problems, find
solutions and the ways to reach the goal. During such an activity students have eye
contact, they feel to be involved and important , so it stimulates conversation. The
task of the teacher is not to answer your own questions, but to encourage students
to be active learners.

There are some basic rules to follow to prepare for class discussions. It is a
good idea to elicit questions from students in order to make a good and effective
discussion. Here are some guidelines:

adiscussion is not a series of monologues, but a crossflow of interactive ideas;

listening attentively is crucial. Very often people fail in the workplace and in
relationship, because they are not able to listen to other people attentively.
Listening is a basis of good discussion;

participants should be given time to think;

too much agreement will kill a discussion. If a person agrees with everything,
so there is nothing to discuss. Successful discussion needs feedback
from both sides;

everyone should be given an equal chance to speak and equal time
allowance [4;30].

One of the biggest problems teachers might face during discussion lessons
is having students who tend to dominate every lesson and every discussion. As
soon as the teacher notices such situation in his class, some action should be
taken. It is a good idea to explain the student after the lesson that you appreciate
his enthusiasm and level of English, but explain that he should give other students
space to talk [4;51].

Internet Research. The internet is the greatest source of information not in
book form. Both teachers and students can find almost anything they want on the
internet. They can read online newspapers or broadcasting associations like the
BBC or CNN, they can find lyrics or access history sites, they can find film guides
or joke sites. There are two kinds of sites, which are worth talking about:
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using encyclopedias. Encyclopedia sites provide an overview and background
information on every education topic imaginable;

webquests. This is a particular type of information, which is provided by a
kind of (Internet based) extended project called a webquest. This employs internet
resources for students to use for researching, but rather than have students search
on the Internet for themselves, in a webquest the teacher has prepared an
introduction and then give students “clickable” sites to visit [5;191].

Rapid development of the Internet in the 1990s has a wide impact on the
learning and acquisition of knowledge by students in the aspect of learning foreign
languages. From this moment the Internet becomes an extraordinary source of
information. The Internet also provides an answer to almost any question. Most
teachers believe that they can benefit a lot from using the Internet resources, as it
is used as a way of obtaining information, restoring knowledge and sharing
experiences with other teachers from other countries.

Scientists believe that Internet provides not too expensive method of learning
a foreign language that meets the need of students in the XXI century. The increase
of computer-based communication through the Internet has changed more than
anything else.

The main advantage is the provision of the teacher with a large number of
training resources via the Internet. Teachers can easily obtain various materials for
teaching students. The next advantage of using the Internet as a means of teaching
a foreign language is the opportunity to improve one’s own knowledge, skills in a
foreign language directly for the teacher. The third advantage is the opportunity for
a teacher to come into contact with colleagues from other countries, develop skills
of writing and speaking, exchange experiences and information with teachers from
other educational institutions. Finally, through the Internet, teachers can obtain
information related to the publication of materials based on teaching foreign
languages. Many publishers, such as Longman or the Oxford University Press,
often publish catalogues of their publications on websites.

As for the students, the Internet provides them with opportunities for
exposure to natural and authentic language use, not only during but also outside
the class. There is a great number of information and unlimited resources that
teachers can use in getting students to make worksheets for class or in homework
assignments. The Internet has become a vital part of life and learning how to use
it is an essential skill.

Students also develop basic information technology skills simultaneously
and increase their competence in the highly competitive market place. As the
Internet offers a variety topics it is appealing and can satisfy a diverse audience.
The information available is current and frequently updated. Using the Internet is
fun as websites are full of animation, colours, sounds, pictures, interactive forms
and digital video clips.
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Brainstorming activities. Encourage students to think and focus on a topic
expressing their free flow of ideas. Brainstorming encourages students to think
more freely and creatively, it allows learners to remember what they know, as well
as to teach each other. This activity is especially popular nowadays, when it is quite
difficult for the learners to find ideas on any topic and it enables students to
perform various tasks with much more confidence.

Brainstorming is very effective way of getting even shy learners involved in
topic and promotes better task interaction. It can be either teacher led involving the
whole class or with learners in pairs or small groups, communicating among
themselves or as combination of both — starting with a teacher-led class brainstorm
which students continue in pairs [6,66].

When conducting brainstorm in the classroom with a small or whole group of
students the teacher should remember that there are no wrong answers, not to
analyse students ideas and try to get as many ideas as possible. These tasks can
help students speak without fear and show respect for each other. It is very
important to involve all students to express their ideas.

It is up to every teacher to decide how to brainstorm in order to make the
process meaningful, effective and inspire students with creative ideas. The teacher
can ask students to talk about the qualities of the leader, how to describe a specific
animal or to describe household chores (and who does them in your home), how
to learn English in class, after school activities and many other useful ideas [6,67].
Group brainstorming can promote creative thinking, bring the team together and
share ideas. Brainstorming’s main purpose is to create new ideas without
criticizing any thoughts. The main aim of brainstorming is to encourage the free
flow of ideas without judgement and to unlock creative potential to solve
complex problems.

Interactive whiteboards. Technology has become widely accessible to
teachers in the last few years. To increase their professional development teachers
should use technology. Whiteboards are proved to support many different learning
styles and are used in variety of learning environments. Interactive whiteboards
(IWB) allow teachers to display images onto an electric screen from a computer,
using a projector. IWB is a multi-purpose, touch sensitive surface with a set of
loudspeakers. An image is projected onto the board from a data projector. On a
IWB you can typically:

write or draw with a special pen;

save what you have done for a later retrieval,

change or erase what you have written or start a new page;

show images, documents and other resources on your computer;

annotate previously prepared word-processor texts;

view videos and images by using the board as a large computer monitor;
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access the internet projecting the image full-board the class;

revisit saved digital boards, pages from your lesson and print them out as
handouts for your students;

display and run automated content. There are often many ready-made
templates to easily create engaging automated exercises and activities — eg
quizzes, puzzles, tests;

use commercial IWB materials. Many coursebooks offer IWB versions with
animated pages and interactive exercises [7;335].

There are two main types of IWB: fixed and portable. Fixed- is an electronic
board which is fixed to the wall, usually in a place of a normal board. Portable- a
small box that can be placed at the bottom of a standard non-interactive
whiteboards to add interactivity. You ca use IWB as a live working surface in class,
as a display screen to show things you prepared or found prior to the lesson or as
a mixture of both [7;336].

Using IWB during English lessons has many advantages. It is simple and
reusable. They are great for explaining new materials, reading texts, ranking
activities, different vocabulary exercises. IWB are non-messy to use, as marker
leaves no dust and can be easily wiped off. Whiteboards encourage participation,
they are invaluable teaching tools that facilitate the input of everyone involved, they
make the learning process more enjoyable and make the lesson revision
more convenient.

YouTube as a Media in English Language Teaching. Media is one of the most
important tools that can help the teacher in the teaching and learning process in
class. YouTube can be used as learning media, here one can find education videos
for different levels and needs. Teaching using media can encourage students to
take more responsibility for and control over their learning, engage in joint
planning of the syllables and take longer-term perspectives on their learning.
YouTube is one of the effective media because inside there, we can find many
videos that can support us while teaching in a class. The use of ideas in YouTube
can help students to improve their speaking skills and also can give them the
motivation to learn more. The improvement is proven by students’ speaking
acquisition and also the score that they will gain. The teacher chooses the
appropriate video on the syllabus that is applied [8; 29-33].

Conclusion. The landscape of foreign language teaching is evolving, with
educators embracing innovative methods to capture and sustain learner
engagement. Innovative methods go beyond merely teaching grammar and
vocabulary. By embracing technology, personalization, collaboration, continuous
assessment educators can create meaningful learning experience the grab and
hold student interest, ultimately leading to successful language acquisition and
cultural understanding.
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