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The article deals with the overview of the current laws and resolu-
tions that were adopted in Ukraine in terms of postgraduate educa-
tion and requirements for teaching foreign languages to PhD stu-
dents in particular. The author describes the experience of teach-
ing Academic English for Medical Purposes to the PhD students of
the National Medical University, Kyiv, Ukraine. This paper aims to
address principal practical considerations for the design and imple-
mentation of the Academic English for Medical Purposes course
syllabus. The structure of the AEMP course syllabus is based on
educational and professional needs of the PhD program partici-
pants as well as their need for academic excellence. The require-
ments for an academic physician in terms of supporting and func-
tion-specific competencies are also taken into consideration. The
AEMP course syllabus addresses the formation, development and
improvement of the PhD students’ skills in academic reading and
writing, academic listening and speaking.
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CrarTa npucssdeHa Ornsgy YMHHMX 3aKOHIB Ta MOCTaHOB, SIKi
Oynu npuiHATI B Ykpaiki ogo opraHisayii micnsgunaoMHoi
0CBITW, Ta BUMOram [0 BUKNaLAaHHS iHO3EMHUX MOB acripaHTam.
Cnuparodncs Ha BrnacHmi [OCBI BWKNaZaHHA akagemidyHoi
AHITIICbKOI  MOBM s MEOWYHMX  Uinedt  acripaHtam
HauioHanbHoro megu4Horo yHisepcutety (Kuis, Ykpaina), aBrop
CTaTTi y3aranbHIOE OCHOBHI MPaKTWyHi MipKyBaHHA LJOA0
pO3pobKkn Ta BMPOBafXeHHS HaBYanbHOI nporpamu Kypcy
«AKagemiyHa aHrnivicbka MoBa A1 MeanyHux ineii». CTpykTypa
Kypcy 6asyetbcs Ha OCBITHIX Ta MpOeciiHux noTpedax
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acnipanTiB | BpaxoBye BUMOIY [0 Nlikaps-HayKoBLS 3 TOYKM 30pY
OBOJIOLIHHSA ~ HUM  JONOMIXHUMU  Ta  (DYHKLIOHAbHUMMY
KoMmneTeHTHocTaMM. Tporpama Kypcy «AKkagemiyHa aHrniviceka
MoBa AN MEAUYHMX Uinesi» crpaMoBaHa Ha (hopMyBaHHS,
PO3BUTOK | BLOCKOHANEHHS YMiHb Ta HABMYOK aCripaHTiB 3
aKagfeMidHOro YuTaHHs Ta MucbMa, akageMiqHoro ClyXaHHs Ta
MOBJIEHHS.

KntoyoBi cnoBa: gu3aiiH HaBYaibHOI mporpamu, OCBITHI
noTpebu, NpopeciiiHi NoTpebu, akagemidHa JOCKOHaICTb.

Cratbsi nocesiyeHa 0630py [eACTBYHLMX 3aKOHOB U
N0CTaHOBIEHWI, KOTOpble  OblAM  NPUHATEI B YkpauHe
OTHOCUTENIbHO OpraHu3aLum nocneaunIoMHOro 06pa3oBaHus, 1
Tpeb6OBaHUAM K  MPenojaBaHnio  MHOCTPAHHBIX  A3bIKOB
acnmpaHtam. Onvpasch Ha COGCTBEHHbIA OMbIT NPenogaBaHus
aKkafieMu4eCcKoro aHrmiackoro A3blka AN MeAUUMHCKUX Lenes
acnupanTam HauuoHanbHOro MeAMUMHCKOro yHMBepeuTeTa
(KneB, VYkpawHa), aBTOp cTaTe 0600L4aeT OCHOBHbIE
npakTU4eckne CooBpaxeHns no paspaboTke U BHELPEHUIO
YY4eBHOM nporpammbl Kypca «AKageMn4ecKui aHrmACKI A3bIK
ans meguumHckux Lenen». CTpykTypa Kypca 6asupyetcsi Ha
006pa3oBaTenibHbIX M MPOGECCUOHANbHBIX  MOTPEBHOCTAX
acnupaHToB 1 y4nTLIBAET TPEOOBAHNSA K Bpady Kak K y4eHoMy ¢
TOYKM 3PEHUs  OBMafieHus UM BCIOMOraTeSibHbiMu U
(hyHKUMOHANbHBIMU  KOMIETEHTHOCTAMK. [Tporpamma  kypca
«AKagemu4ecknii aHrMACKMIA A3bIK AN MEAULMHCKUX Lienei»
Hanpas/ieHa Ha (hoPMUPOBAaHNE, PA3BUTUE Y COBEPLIEHCTBOBAHNE
YMEHW 1 HaBbIKOB acnmpaHToB aKageMu4eckoro HYTEHWs W
ncbMa, akagemMmyeckoro CrIyLLuaHus u peyn.

KnioyeBbie cnoBa: fusaiiH  y4ebHOM  MPOrpamml,
06pa3oBatesibHble  MOTPEGHOCTH,  NPOGHECCUOHANbHBIE
M0TPEGHOCTY, aKaZEMMYECKOE COBEPLLIEHCTBO.

Artykut dotyczy przegladu aktualnych ustaw i uchwat, ktore zos-
taty przyjete na Ukrainie w zakresie ksztaicenia podyplomowego
oraz wymagar dotyczacych nauczania jezykow obcych w szcze-
gblnosci doktorantéw. Autor opisuje do$wiadczenia w nauczaniu
akademickiego jezyka angielskiego dla celéw medycznych dokto-
rantow Narodowego Uniwersytetu Medycznego w Kijowie na
Ukrainie. Ninigjszy artykuf ma na celu oméwienie gtéwnych prak-
tycznych rozwazan dotyczacych projektowania i wdrazania syla-
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busu kursu Academic English for Medical Purposes. Struktura
programu kursu AEMP oparta jest na potrzebach edukacyjnych i
zawodowych uczestnikéw studiéw doktoranckich oraz ich potrze-
bie doskonatosci akademickiej. Uwzglednia sig réwniez wymagan-
ia stawiane lekarzowi akademickiemu w zakresie kompetencji
pomocniczych i specyficznych dla funkcji. Program kursu AEMP
dotyczy ksztattowania, rozwijania i doskonalenia umiejetnoéci
doktorantow w zakresie akademickiego czytania i pisania, aka-
demickiego stuchania i méwienia.

Stowa kluczowe: projekt programu zajec, potrzeby edukacyjne,
potrzeby zawodowe, doskonato$c naukowa.

1. Introduction

Inrecent years, postgraduate education in Ukraine has undergone fundamental
changes suggested by the revolutionary provisions of the Law of Ukraine «On
Higher Education» that was officially brought into action in September, 2014. The
Law specifies an academic autonomy that entitles all higher educational
establishments of Ukraine, which are licensed by the state to prepare Doctors of
Philosophy, to initiate, design and implement their PhD course programs. Today,
Ukrainian higher educational institutions are empowered to produce real life,
effective and flexible PhD programs that allow them to achieve significant
advances in the PhD students’ academic performance and scientific productivity,
their readiness to excel in the national and foreign academic and non-academic
settings. Such PhD programs are highly valued because they can be easily and
immediately adjusted in response to constantly changing educational and
professional needs of the PhD program participants. In this regard these programs
turn out to have an exceptional motivational force.

The law of Ukraine «On Higher Education» introduces a Doctor of Philosophy
degree as an educational and the first scientific degree for which the students may
apply as soon as they have been awarded a Master’s degree. PhD students are
eligible for a Doctor of Philosophy degree on completion of the PhD curriculum
and successful public dissertation defense (On Higher Education, 2014).

The candidates are enrolled to a PhD course on the competitive basis
depending on their entrance performance. One of the preliminary examinations
that they are required to pass is English. All candidates must demonstrate at least
B2 English level that is assessed by the appointed examiners in accordance with
the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (On Approval of the
Procedure for Preparing the Candidates for the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy and
Doctor of Science in Higher Educational Institutions, 2016).
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Phd students are offered a four-year program of studies that they must fully
cover. This program ensures acquisition of some competencies outlined in the
National Framework of Qualifications, including foreign language competencies at
the level that would be enough for oral and written presentation of own research
and its findings, active participation in the professional and scientific discussions
as well as reading and understanding of the specialized scientific literature. In this
regard Academic English for Medical Purposes is included in the list of compulsory
disciplines delivered to PhD students according to the PhD program of studies (On
Approval of the Procedure for Preparing the Candidates for theDegree of Doctor of
Philosophy and Doctor of Science in Higher Educational Institutions, 2016).

The scientific contribution of PhD students depends on some underlying
factors, including, but not limited to, adequate theoretical knowledge, practical and
communication skills, sufficient level of independence, responsibility and integrity.
The National Framework of Qualifications sets up an array of requirements for
Doctors of Philosophy, who must demonstrate:

» new conceptual and methodological knowledge that lays the foundation of

the directions for further research;

« critical thinking skills including analysis of complex issues and synthesis

of new ideas, strategic problem-solving skills;

« leadership and proper communication skills;

« ability to initiate, develop and launch original innovative research projects;

« continuous self-development and self-improvement, education of others

by the expansion of knowledge (On Approval of the National Qualification
Framework, 2011).

A PhD program of studies should be designed with the view to provide
acquisition or refinement of the outlined abilities and skills. Successful
implementation of the PhD program that complies with the international standards
is almost impossible without high-quality teaching of Academic English for
Medical Purposes to PhD students. It is a well-known fact that adequate English
level, along with high professionalism, ensures a wide access to cutting-edge
scientific information, provides real academic mobility, efficient scientific
cooperation, makes Ukrainian researchers highly competitive in the field of global
medical science, helps them build up impactful and productive scholarly and
teaching careers as well as promotes their social and cultural development. This
paper aims to address principal practical considerations for the design and
implementation of the Academic English for Medical Purposes course syllabus in
the framework of the PhD program at 0.0. Bohomolets National Medical University,
Kyiv, Ukraine. The Academic English for Medical Purposes course syllabus is
oriented toward meeting the requirements for the new generation of the Ukrainian
medical researchers and their sophisticated academic and professional needs.
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2. Overview of the Academic English for Medical Purposes course syllabus

The Academic English for Medical Purposes Course Syllabus (the AEMP
course syllabus) is an intensive, in-depth English-language for specific
purposes program that is delivered by highly skilled faculty members of the
Department of Foreign Languages to the PhD students at 0.0. Bohomolets
National Medical University and is an integral part of their regular PhD
curriculum, spread over the three semesters of the first and second years of
the PhD program of studies.

The AEMP course syllabus attempts to activate and develop the PhD
students’ academic language competency that contributes greatly to their oral
and written professional and situational communicative independence in terms
of comprehensive understanding of authentic scientific medical texts, oral and
written presentation and discussion of own research and its findings, dealing
with official documentation, effective listening and conversation maintenance.

The AEMP course syllabus consists of 120 academic credit hours of
tutorials (academic speaking and listening skills) and 60 academic credit
hours dedicated to self-study work (academic reading and writing skills). The
total number of academic credit hours is relevant to 6 credits ECTS. Once 6
credits (ECTS) have accrued, the AEMP course is considered completed. The
AEMP course syllabus is composed of four thematic modules:

Module 1. Public health problems and concerns.

Mogyne 2. Acute and chronic illnesses and their management.

Mogyne 3. Infectious diseases and their management.

Moaynb 4. Surgery and oncology.

Each thematic module encompasses principal topics for self-study work
and in-class discussions, grammar topics and written tasks for self-study work
and is covered within 45 academic credit hours (tutorials - 30 academic credit
hours and self-study work - 15 academic credit hours).

3. Design and implementation of the Academic English for Medical
Purposes course syllabus

3.1. Summary of foundation concepts

The term English for Academic Purposes (EAP) first came into general
use through the British organization SELMOUS (Special English Language
Materials for Overseas University Students) later known as BALEAP (British
Association of Lecturers in English for Academic Purposes). EAP is regarded
as a branch of English for specific purposes (ESP). EAP begins with the learner
and the situation, it places more focus on reading and writing, teaches formal
and academic genres of the language (Carter, R., Nunan, D., 2001). EAP
includes academic writing, academic listening, academic reading, and
academic speaking (Carter, R., Nunan, D., 2001).
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Cloud, Genesee, and Hamayan (2000:117) studied the nature of academic
language that they called content obligatory language. These researchers
observe content obligatory language as the one that includes technical
vocabulary, special expressions, multiple meanings of words, syntactical
features, and language functions that are integral to different academic
content areas.

The academic context has proved to provide subject matter that is
sufficiently specific and relevant to satisfy learners’ needs but also sufficiently
general to be applicable across a fairly wide range of context (Carter, R.,
Nunan, D., 2001).

Needs analysis is fundamental to an EAP approach to course design and
teaching. Needs analysis leads to the specification of objectives for a course,
to an assessment of available resources and constraints, which in turn lead to
the syllabus and methodology. The syllabus is implemented through teaching
materials, and is then evaluated for effectiveness (Carter, R., Nunan, D., 2001).

Jordan (1997:29) observes four dimensions of needs: those of the target
situation, of the employer or sponsor, of the student, and of the course
designerand /or teacher. In our case, the target situation is a PhD program in
medicine, the employer /sponsor - Ministry of Health of Ukraine, the student
- postgraduate students, the course designer - Department of Foreign Languages.

Needs analysis of the immediate situation leads to developing in-house
materials that are practical and feasible. In-house materials have the great
strength of responding directly to the local needs (Carter, R., Nunan, D., 2001).
These materials lay the foundation of the AEMP course syllabus.

The needs under observation are educational, professional and scientific
excellence.

Professional needs

PhD students are educated and trained to serve as academic physicians
later, who must be efficient in a clinical work, research, teaching and
administration (Daouk-Qyry, L. et. al., 2017).

It is important to identify the full range of knowledge, skills, abilities and
other characteristics necessary for an academic physician in order to design
the program that satisfies professional needs of the future academic physicians
(Daouk-Qyry, L. et. al., 2017).

Within four roles of an academic physician (clinician, teacher, researcher,
administrator), 5 common or supporting competencies and 11 specific or
function-specific competencies were identified by the researchers with the
help of semi-structured interviews and critical incidence technique (Daouk-
QOyry, L. et. al., 2017). Supporting competencies include communication skills,
team management skills, continuous education and development, professional
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ethics and integrity, emotional intelligence (empathy, emotion regulation,
emotion management). Function-specific competencies were described within
teaching skills (subject matter knowledge and dedication to teaching), clinical
skills (conceptual thinking and decision making, patient focus, medical
knowledge and clinical skills), administrative skills (leadership skills and
business financial knowledge), and research skills (research knowledge and
knowledge of research project, conceptual thinking and data analysis,
innovation, creativity, dedication, research ethics) (Daouk-Oyry, L. et.
al., 2017).

Scientific excellence

Scientific excellence is closely connected with an excellent scientific
record of an academic physician. Scientific excellence can be measured by
innovation and originality of the project, description and design of the research
project, former research activities and scientific experience, work experience
abroad, publications approved by high-ranking journals, number of publications
and citations (Hornbostel, S. et. al., 2009).

In terms of the new «social contract» for science, scientific excellence is
measured by the scientific research alignment with societal problems,
concerns and preferences; technical innovations within a short-time frame;
increasing use of scientific expertise in societal decision-making
(Sunken, G., 2015).

Sunken (2015:4) states that there is not just one excellence, there are
many different types of excellence for the many different parts of the scientific
ecosystem. The researcher is sure that today for the overall project to succeed,
all the individual areas have to perform at the highest level, and the individual
players have to be allowed to play to their talents.

Educational needs are predetermined by professional needs and a need
for scientific excellence. With this in mind, the AEMP course syllabus
was designed.

3.2. Practical considerations for the design of the AEMP course syllabus

The design of the AEMP course syllabus was carried out in compliance to
the requirements for Doctors of Philosophy, which are outlined in the relevant
normative documents of Ukraine, educational and professional needs of the
PhD students, a set of skills necessary for scientific excellence in medicine.

Besides, from 2016, the year of the PhD program introduction at the
NMU, to 2018 the needs assessment survey was conducted by the Department
of Foreign Languages three times in order to find out more detailed information
about current educational, professional and scientific needs of the PhD
students that were starting out their studies. The Department offered
“Educational, professional and scientific needs questionnaire” to the first-year
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postgraduate students immediately after their admission into it (usually a
month prior to the start of the program of studies). 140 participants of the
survey answered the following questions:
What job responsibilities do you perform?
What does excellent medical work performance look like?
What does excellent scientific work performance look like?
What are your current or prospective hospital department projects that
you need to back up?
What problems you are having in meeting hospital department
requirements or supporting the projects?
What steps must be completed to accomplish your professional goals?
What steps must be completed to accomplish your research goals?
What knowledge and skills would you like to acquire or develop in an
attempt to boost the level of productivity, quality, patients’ satisfaction as well
as improve your professional attitude, relationships at workplace, enhance
your medical career and scientific achievements?
How would you know that you are succeeding in your professional and
scholarly career?
This practice has been introduced as routine. It enables the faculty
members to keep the AEMP course syllabus in line with the needs that are
described by the degree program participants. The survey greatly supplements
course providers’ own observations and contributes to the PhD students’
involvement in learning process as in this case they are more likely to support
the initiatives of the Department and stay motivated and focused on the AEMP
course. These initiatives are connected with the structure and content of the
AEMP course syllabus that is reviewed and updated annually in accordance
with the newest trends in medical science and current needs of the PhD
students. Analysis of the target situation, needs of the employer and the
student allowed the course designer (the Department of Foreign Languages) to
define the major Academic English for Medical Purposes skills that should be
acquired by the PhD students willing to obtain their scientific degree in
Medicine. These skills pertain to academic reading, academic writing,
academic listening, and academic speaking and include:
» Reading of academic medical texts (scanning, skimming, study reading).
« Reading/writing integration skills including summarizing, synthesizing,
critically responding to text input, writing a research paper (Grabe, W.,
Zhang, C., 2013).

« Writing different types of papers (various kinds of academic essays,
annotations, summary papers, reaction papers, journal articles, book
reviews, synthesis papers, literature reviews, scientific reports and
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research findings) as well as practicing routine correspondence with
partners, organizing committees, commissions, foreign medical
government and non-government agencies.

- Demonstration of adequate knowledge of medical terminology,
sufficient academic writing skills necessary for a project presentation,
submission of a request, application, sponsor letter, motivation letter
and curriculum vitae.

« Using complex grammatical structures and language patterns within a
functional tradition identified for major disciplinary genres (subordinate
conjunctions, long noun phrases, nominalization (Schleppegrell, M.,
2004; Schleppegrell, M., 2009), passive constructions, emphatic
structures and inversion, impersonal constructions).

- Demonstration of proper listening skills while listening to the speakers
in academic settings (monologues, dialogues, interviews,
conversations).

« Analysis and adequate oral interpretation of the scientific and medical
information.

 Oral presentation of research findings and scientific reports.

« Expression of personal opinion and participation in the discussions on
the content, methods, modern achievements in medical science.
Demonstration of adequate reasoning, explanation, description,
comparison and assessment skills as language functions (DiCerbo, P.,
Anstrom, K., Baker, L., Rivera, C., 2014).

« Demonstration of proper verbal and non-verbal communication skills
during interaction with different target audiences and people.

3.3. Structure and implementation of the AEMP course syllabus

The structure of the AEMP course syllabus logically corresponds with the

indicated educational and professional needs as well as a need for academic
excellence and requirements for an academic physician in terms of supporting
and function-specific competencies. The AEMP course syllabus addresses the
formation, development and improvement of the highlighted skills in academic
reading, academic writing, academic listening, and academic speaking. The
principal topics for tutorials were chosen based on the information provided by
the World Health Organization on its official website in terms of the health
issues being currently under discussion in the global medical community
(WHO, 2018).

The AEMP course syllabus is delivered through a weekly tutorial with the
application of innovative teaching techniques (cooperative learning (Jacob, E.,
Rottenberg, L., Patrick, S., Wheeler, E., 1996), creative tasks, work with online
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Table 1 Module 1. Public health problems and concerns
(45 academic credit hours)

Suggested topics for tutorials (30 academic credit hours)

No Topics Credit hours

1 World Health Organization: programs and projects. 3
Grammar: Simple Tenses (Active Voice)

2 Power of prevention. Chronic diseases of the 21st century. 3
Grammar: Simple Tenses (Passive Voice)

3 Strategies for promoting healthy lifestyles. 3
Grammar: Continuous Tenses (Active Voice)

4 Harmful effects of alcohol, nicotine and drugs. 3
Grammar: Continuous Tenses (Passive Voice)

5 Dietary concepts and theory. Obesity. 3
Grammar: Perfect Tenses (Active Voice)

6 Maternal and infant health. 3
Grammar: Perfect Tenses (Passive Voice)

7 Age-associated conditions. 3
Grammar: Perfect Continuous Tenses

8 Occupational diseases. 3
Grammar: Use of the English Tenses in Academic English

9 Antimicrobial resistance. 3
Grammar: a Noun

10 Ethical issues in medicine. Clinical records. 3
Grammar: Syntactical functions of the Noun

Total 30

Table 2 Suggested tasks for self-study work

No Topics Credit hours
1 Curriculum vitae. Motivation/cover/sponsor’s letter. 3
2 A formal essay covering a description of research interests. 3
3 Indicative or descriptive annotation. 3
4 Evaluative or critical annotation. 3
5 Informative or summative annotation. 3
Total 15
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Table 3 Module 2. Acute and chronic illnesses and their management

(45 academic credit hours)
Suggested topics for tutorials (30 academic credit hours)

No

Topics

Credit hours

1

Psychiatric and neurological disorders: depression, schizophrenia,
multiple sclerosis.
Grammar: Infinitive

3

Psychiatric and neurological disorders: Parkinson’s disease, Alzheimer’s
disease.
Grammar: Gerund

Blood diseases and their management: anemia, leukemia, myeloma.
Grammar: Infinitive or Gerund

Cardio-vascular diseases and their management: hypertension, angina
pectoris, atherosclerosis, thrombosis.
Grammar: Participle

Cardio-vascular diseases and their management: myocardial infarction,
cardiac insufficiency, ischemic heart disease.
Grammar: Infinitive, Gerund, Participle (revision)

Respiratory diseases and their management: bronchitis, pneumonia,
emphysema.
Grammar: First Conditional and Future Time Clauses

Endocrine diseases and their treatment: diabetes (mellitus, insipidus),
diabetic coma.
Grammar: Zero Conditional, Conditionals with Imperatives and Modal
Verbs; in case

Endocrine diseases and their treatment: disorders associated with thyroid
gland dysfunction.

Grammar: Zero Conditional, Conditionals with Imperatives and Modal
Verbs; in case

Gastrointestinal diseases and their treatment: gastritis, gastric ulcer.
Grammar: Third Conditional

Gastrointestinal diseases and their treatment: cirrhosis.
Grammar: Conditionals

Total

30

Table 4 Suggested tasks for self-study work

No Topics Credit hours
1 Submission of a request and filling in an application form (participation in 2
the conference or other scientific event).
2 Literature review. 8
3 Book review. 5
Total 15
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Table 5 Module 3. Infectious diseases and their management
(45 academic credit hours)
Suggested topics for tutorials (30 academic credit hours)

No Topics Credit hours
1 Flue. 3
Grammar: the verb wish
2 Cholera and malaria. 3
Grammar: Imperative Clauses
3 Zika virus and yellow fever. 3
Grammar: Modal verbs
4 Ebola and Middle East respiratory syndrome coronavirus. 3
Grammar: Modal verbs
5 Tuberculosis and its forms. 3
Grammar: Modal verbs (revision)
6 Hepatitis. 3
Grammar: conjunctions
7 Children’s infectious diseases. 3
Grammar: impersonal, imperative and exclamatory sentences
8 Vaccination: myths and reality. 3
Grammar: compound sentences
9 Global fight against HIV/AIDS. Progress in the treatment of HIV/AIDS. 3
Grammar: complex sentences
10 | Control and prevention of epidemics during emergency situations. 3
Grammar: Types of sentences (revision)
Total 30

Table 6 Suggested tasks for self-study work

No Topics Credit hours
1 Proposal letter for partnership. 2
2 Gratitude/appreciation letter. 2
3 Summary paper. 11
Total 15
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Table 7 Module 4. Surgery and oncology (45 academic credit hours)

Suggested topics for tutorials (30 academic credit hours)

No Topics Credit hours

1 Innovations in surgery. 3
Grammar: mixed conditionals

2 Shock and its management. 3
Grammar: inversion

3 Disinfection, asepsis and antiseptics. Methods of sterilization. 3
Grammar: negation in a sentence

4 Anesthesia. Types of anesthesia. 3
Grammar: types of questions

5 Traumas and injuries. 3
Grammar: types of questions

6 Inborn malformations. 3
Grammar: negative questions

7 Pregnancy related complications. 3
Grammar: direct and indirect speech

8 Cancer. Types of tumors. 3
Grammar: sequence of tenses

9 Innovative treatment of cancer. 3
Grammar: sequence of tenses

10 Palliative care. 3
Grammar: punctuation

Total 30

Table 8 Suggested tasks for self-study work

No Topics Credit hours
1 Journal article. 12
2 Presentation of research findings. 3
Total 15
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audio and video resources, brainstorm, role play, real-world learning), self-study
work, counseling, and extracurricular activities including monthly meetings of the
English-speaking club initiated and supported by the Department of Foreign
Languages, participation of the PhD students in the international workshops,
seminars, trainings and conferences (as a speaker or a poster presenter),
publications in the international peer-reviewed medical journals.

4. Conclusion

The AEMP course syllabus is designed in a way that ensures its relevance,
feasibility and flexibility. The course designers take into account the existing
requirements for Doctors of Philosophy, which are outlined in the normative
documents of Ukraine, educational and professional needs of the PhD students, a
set of skills necessary for scientific excellence in medicine. The PhD students’
involvement into the annual review of the course syllabus contributes to their
greater support of the initiatives of the Department and their higher motivation and
interest in learning. The AEMP course syllabus attempts to provide the PhD
students of the NMU with an opportunity for continuous education and development.
The course syllabus covers clinical topics and issues on professional ethics,
integrity and emotional intelligence as well as addresses communication and team
management skills. Due to the AEMP course syllabus the degree program
participants become familiar with the common guidelines that should be strictly
followed for a successful publication in an international peer-reviewed medical
journal as well as practice their academic writing skills necessary for writing
different types of papers, routine professional correspondence and official
documentation. The implementation of the AEMP course syllabus includes
extensive application of the acquired skills in academic reading and writing,
academic listening and speaking at the workshops, trainings, conferences,
scientific competitions, medical projects as well as international publications in the
peer-reviewed print and on-line editions. The information on the academic
achievements of all PhD students is organized in the form of their personal profiles
(portfolio).
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